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chimney-piece. Dr. Johnson took up Eurnet's History of his own Times1. He said,' The first part of it is one of the most entertaining books in the English language; it is quite dramatick: while lie went about every where, saw every where, and heard every where. By the first part, I mean so far as it appears that Burnet himself was actually engaged in what he has told; and this may be easily distinguished.' Captain M'Lean censured Burnet, for his high praise of Lauderclale in u dedication2, when he shews him in his history to have been so bad a man. JOHNSON. ' I do not myself think that a man should say in a dedication what he could not say in a history. However, allowance should be made; for there is a great difference. The known style of a dedication is flattery; it professes to flatter. There is the same difference between what a man says in a dedication, and what he says in a history, as between a lawyer's pleading a cause, and reporting it.'
The day passed away pleasantly enough. The wind became fair for Mull in the evening, and Mr. Simpson resolved to sail next morning: but having been thrown into the island of Col we were unwilling to leave it unexamined, especially as we considered that the Campbell-town vessel would sail for Mull in a day or two, and therefore we determined to stay.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5.
I rose, and wrote my Journal till about nine; and then went to Dr. Johnson, who sat up in bed and talked and laughed. I said, it was curious to look back ten years, to the time when we first thought of visiting the Hebrides3. How distant and improbable the scheme then appeared!
1 See ante, ii. 245.
3 In 1673 Burnet, who was then Professor of Theology in Glasgow, dedicated to Lauderdale A Vindication nf the A^^thor^^y, &*c., of the Church and State of Scotland. In it he writes of the Duke's 'noble character, and more lasting and inward characters of his princely mind.'
3 Sec ante, i. 521.
Yetood political caricature that we possess.'   Walpole's Letters, i. 66.   Mr. Croker says that' the exact words are:—
